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MAUP/2003                                                                                        August 6, 2003.

 The Chairman and Managing Director,

Uranium Corporation of India Limited,

Jaduguda, Singhbhum  District,

Jharkhand State-832 102.

Sir, 

   Sub:  Uranium Mining & Processing Projects of UCIL in Nalgonda District, AP

               The Movement Against Uranium Project (MAUP), is a confederation of some of the concerned individual citizens and voluntary organizations, from Nalgonda District and Hyderabad Metropolitan Area, which are likely to be affected by long term adverse environmental impacts and health hazards of the proposed Uranium Mining and Uranium Processing projects of M/S Uranium Corporation of India Limited (UCIL) in Nalgonda district. The objective of the MAUP is 

*    To be Proactive and Constructive 

*    To mobilize Public Opinion and

*   To speak in One Voice on major issues, where there is lack of transparency or  
       neglect of environmental and public health considerations, in the decision making 
       process, in respect of the proposed Uranium Projects.

The main focus, is on advocacy of sustainable development, by highlighting the long term adverse impacts of Uranium contamination of water bodies and the food-chain and the public health hazards, likely to be created. The proposed projects seem to be , without proper appraisal and assessment of adverse impacts on nearby human habitations, water bodies, forests and sensitive receptors in the area.  There is every danger of passing on environmental problems and hazards to others, to elsewhere and to the future, in the name of so called development and supposed National interest. Can we call it development, if so, for whom ? 


We would like to bring the following to your kind attention:

* There are inconsistencies in the data given in the APPCB Notification dated 9-7-2003 , the Executive Summary in English and Telugu languages, made available to the public, giving an impression of casual approach to such a vital and serious issue of public interest and concern.

*The fixing of the venue for public hearing at Peddagattu village, which is not easily accessible, appears to discourage public participation in the hearing.
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* The local people do not seem to have been kept informed of the likely adverse impacts of   radiation hazards of the proposed mining and processing activities, even though UCIL was carrying out investigation and surveys in the area for the past 8 to 10 years.

* On the contrary, the local people are reported to have been misled by the promises such as 2000 jobs for the local people, higher compensation for the land acquired for the projects etc. The local people are also being given wrong information about the ground realities at Jaduguda site and hand picked people from the villages are reported to have been taken to Jaduguda, with the sole purpose of justifying the false information propagated about Jaduguda site. It is a well known fact that the hazardous affects on the health of the Jaduguda people are reported in the National press. 

* The core zone of the proposed mining areas to an extent of 1000 acres is stated to fall under Yellapuram Reserve Forest and the part of the buffer zone is covered by the so called “buffer zone” of the notified “Rajiv Gandhi Tiger Sanctuary”.(ES-9) This is against the guidelines of the Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India,  for location of industrial and mining activities around the  protected and ecologically sensitive areas and the provisions of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and Forest Conservation Act, 1980

*) The Lambapur and Peddgattu plateau regions, with elevations varying between 340mRLto 240 mRL, are stated to be right above Nagarjuna Sagar and are predominantly occupied by reservoir limits at extreme south and east, with maximum water level of 180 mRL. (ES-4) It is also stated that the general drainage of the area from all sides is towards Nagarjuna Sagar. Therefore there is every possibility of the radiation contaminated storm water runoff from the opencast Uranium mines spread over vast area, finding its way into Sagar reservoir. This is likely to have serious adverse impacts on the entire down stream Krishna river basin..

*In Para 8 of the APPCB Notification , it is stated, that during monsoon, the rain water tailing on waste and ore,  is estimated to be maximum of 50 cubic meters per day and it is proposed to be collected and sent to ETP at the processing plant. This appears to be distortion of facts. We would like to point out that with the annual average rain fall of 800 mm, in Lambapur open cast mine area of about 470 acres, assuming 50% gets evaporated and 100 days of rain fall, about 7,000 cubic meters per day of Uranium contaminated rain water from the mining area, is likely to find its way into ground and Nagarjuna Sagar reservoir. But it is stated that “No Impact on Nagarjuna Sagar” is anticipated .(ES-7) .

* Mallapuram Uranium Processing zone is stated to be within 4 km range of Akkampally Balancing Reservoir, which is expected to supply drinking water to twin-cities and 600 fluoride affected villages in the area. The feeder canal of SLBS network is being diverted to facilitate the location of processing plant and the allied facilities in the area. 
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* As  the general direction of sub-surface water flow in the region is stated to be towards Nagarjuna Sagar.,all the water sources in the area, including Nagarjuna Sagar are likely to be Uranium contaminated , due to possible  leaching and storm water run-off from the tailings pond. The likely adverse impacts on Akkampally Balancing Reservoir, due to settling of uranium contaminated air do not seem to have been addressed.

 * Jaduguda experience is a standing testimony of how worse can it be , when it comes to managing and perfecting a highly complex  and not well understood and appreciated Uranium waste handling technologies.  When the regulating agencies and the State administration are not able to effectively monitor and control the pollution, in spite of court directives, even from stone crushers and bulk-drug units right around the high-tech city of Hyderabad, what will be the fate of the people in the remote and not easily accessible  places, where the deadly and hazardous uranium projects are proposed ?

* The best available technologies, methods and practices, could not contain Uranium from entering into food-chain in the past, in India or any where in the world. Jaduguda is case and a point. The Jubiluk site in Australia is another example. Out of about 100 Uranium Mining and Processing sites all over the world, to the best of our knowledge, not a single one is located adjacent to Water reservoirs or sources. But the proposed mining project, poses a serious risk to public health  by virtue of its location right above major water source, Nagarjuna Sagar, the lifeline of AP State.


We therefore strongly object for the location of the Uranium Mining and Processing Projects at the proposed places in Nalgonda district, without properly assessing, evaluating and apprising long term impacts of Uranium projects, on the nearby   major water sources Nagarjuna Sagar Reservoir, Akkampally Balancing Reservoir,  feeder canals of SLBC network, Peddavagu etc , Rajiv Gandhi Tiger Sanctuary , Flora and  Fauna of the area and most importantly on the health of  about one lakh people in the surrounding villages, in the light of bitter experiences of Jaduguda in Jarkhand State and world over..

             From the Executive Summaries of the project Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA s), made available to the public, it appears that hazardous aspects of radiation of the proposed Uranium projects, have not been fully addressed and evaluated.  The Chief Minister of Uranium–Rich Meghalaya, is reported to have told UCIL, KEEP OFF, as he  did not want to jeopardize public health by rushing into hasty decisions. Similarly the people of Andhra Pradesh State in general and the Nalgonda district in particular , want  UCIL, to KEEP OFF, Nalgonda district and AP State.

           Looking forward for a positive response. for Sustainable Development. 




Thanking You 

                                                                                   Yours Cordially 

                                                                       Capt. J.Rama Rao I.N. (Retd)
                                                                                           Convener                                   

