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  MAUP/2003                                                                          August 14, 2003

 The Chief Secretary,

 Govt. of Andhra Pradesh,  

  Hyderabad-500 022.

Sir,

                                 Sub: Uranium Project in Nalgonda district

The Movement Against Uranium Project (MAUP), is a confederation of some of the concerned individual citizens and voluntary organizations, from Nalgonda District and Hyderabad Metropolitan Area, which are likely to be affected by adverse environmental impacts and health hazards of the proposed Uranium Mining and Processing projects of M/S Uranium Corporation of India Limited (UCIL) in Nalgonda district. The objective of the MAUP is 

*    To be Proactive and Constructive,

*    To mobilize Public Opinion, and

*  To speak in One Voice on major issues, where there is lack of transparency or 
      neglect of environmental and public health considerations, in the decision making
      process, in respect of the proposed Uranium Projects.

              The main focus is on advocacy of sustainable development, by highlighting the ecological impacts of environmental problems and public health hazards, likely to be created by these projects being undertaken, without proper appraisal and assessment of adverse impacts and risks on nearby human habitations, water bodies, forests and sensitive receptors in the area. Otherwise, there is every danger of passing on environmental problems to others, to elsewhere and to the future, in the name of development and supposed National interest.

               We would like to bring to your kind notice that there are a number of inconsistencies and inaccuracies in the information and data provided in the Environmental Public Hearing Notifications dated 9-7-2003 issued by APPCB and the Executive Summaries made available in respect of Uranium Mining Project at Lambapur-Peddagattu and Uranium Processing Project at Mallapuram-Dugyala in P.A.Pally Mandal of Nalgonda district. The Press Release issued by CMD of UCIL on 11-8-2003 at Hyderabad, claimed that there is no risk to public from radiation or Radon. Some of these statements are reproduced below along with our observations:

CMD Claim.

a)“The question of radiation being emitted by uranium traveling hundreds of kilometers therefore does not arise.”
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MAUP Observation

                 Uranium 238 has 17 decay products and all of them can cause harm by radiation. Victor Gilinsky, Commissioner, NRC, USA in his report “NRC Regulation of the Uranium Milling Industry: Problems and Prospects” states:  “Since radon is a gas it is also possible for large populations thousands of miles from the source to be exposed, albeit to an extremely low dose. If no steps are taken to control them the tailings can be blown about, further spreading the source…….. the tailings continue to release radon for over 100,000 years; and if the tailings are not isolated from the atmosphere the sum of the exposures for all those years could be large in absolute terms -- in fact, it becomes the dominant contribution to radiation exposure from the nuclear fuel cycle.

CMD Claim

b)“The concentration of Radon gas coming out of the mine and tailings pond will be in the range 10-18 – 10-15 % which will get further diluted within few metres of place of origin as a result of large atmospheric dilution.”

MAUP Observation

               If that is true, why did US congress choose to enact the Uranium Mill Tailings Radiation Control Act of 1978, and has been amending it from time to time? Section 2 (a) of the act states:  The Congress finds that uranium mill tailings located at active and inactive mill operations may pose a potential and significant radiation health hazard to the public, and that the protection of the public health, safety, welfare and the regulation of interstate commerce require that every reasonable effort be made to provide for the stabilization, disposal, and control in a safe and environmentally sound manner of such tailings in order to prevent or minimize radon diffusion into the environment and to prevent or minimize other environmental hazards from such tailings. 

INACCURACY

 c) Under Item (8) (a) of APPCB, Environmental Public Hearing Notification dated 9-7-2003,  the Contaminated rain  water tailing on waste and ore to be collected in the mine is given as 50 m3/day maximum during monsoon. 

MAUP Observation

                  It is not specified whether this quantity is from the underground mine or the opencast mine that will be taken up first. The total opencast mining area at Lambapur is about 148 acres as per the ES. Even a 1 mm rain with 50 percent runoff will result in runoff of about 300 m3. All this water will have to be transported to the ETP using 9 KL tankers as per the design. It means 33 trips for 1 mm rainfall. With such inadequate design, contaminated storm water runoff to nearby water bodies is a real threat. The claim of carrying out mining operations with zero discharge concept, as claimed by CMD in the press release, is misleading.
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MISLEADING

d) In page ES-7 of the Executive Summary for mining project it is stated “No impact on Nagarjuna Sagar is anticipated due to almost impervious granite rock formations, meager rainfall etc” 

MAUP Observation

                       As the general drainage of the mining area at an elevation of more than 300 meters, from all sides is towards Nagarjuna  Sagar with maximum water level at 180 meters and a number of ephemeral streams flow down to Sagar from plateau regions ( page ES-4 of Mining ) and the general direction of  sub-surface water flow in the processing plant region is towards Nagarjuna Sagar ( Page ES- 8 of  Processing), there is bound to be adverse impact on Nagarjuna Sagar, due to flow of  storm waters  contaminated with uranium particulate matter spread over vast mining area and radiation contaminated under ground waters from processing plant into it.

CMD Claim

e) In the press release dated 11-8-2003, it is stated that the proposed mine is to be located beyond the buffer zone boundary of the Rajiv Gandhi Tiger Sanctuary. 

MAUP Observation 

              In Page ES-9 of Mining, it is clearly stated that the Core Zone of the proposed mining areas falls under Yellapur Reserve Forest and the part of the proposed buffer zone is covered by the buffer zone of Rajiv Gandhi Sanctuary, which is part of Tiger Project.

TALL CLAIM
f) The EIA and the recent press release claim that dust levels in air will be contained well below those in any city like Hyderabad.. 

MAUP Observation

               The only solution to the dust containment claimed is sprinkling of water. With hundreds of truck trips every day from the mine to the processing plant over 14 km distance, and huge storage of  tailings ( 4 lakh tons per year) of very fine particle size in the tailings pond, it is unlikely that all dust contamination can be suppressed. It is a tall claim. With wind velocities of 30 km/hr and atmospheric turbulence some dust carry over cannot be prevented. Radioactive dust can settle on Akkampally Reservoir, Irrespective of its elevation, on vegetation and enter the food chain.
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CMD Claim 

g) it is claimed that independent health Surveys show no health  problems in Jaduguda.

MAUP Observation

                  The film “Buddha Weeps in Jaduguda” clearly depicts the health hazards to which the people of Jaduguda were exposed during the last 30 years. If there is no truth in the film, why doesn’t the UCIL management take legal action against the producer /director of the film? There is enough data to show the health problems of people in jaduguda since 1986, during which the dam of the tailings pond burst. In 1998, a report of the State Legislative Council claimed that the Uranium mines are responsible for large scale health hazards of the tribal people in the adjoining villages. In 1999 the medical team visited the project site and found 54 people to have been affected by radiation. What more evidence do we need to call the claim of UCIL is a big bluff and misleading?

INADEQUECY OF EIA

i) Uranium Tailings 

                 After extraction of uranium, about 85% of the radioactivity in the ore remains behind in the crushed waste rock, called Uranium Tailings. Due to long active life of radioactive waste that remains in the tailings pond, even after closure of the mines and processing plant, proper design for impoundment of tailings of 80 lakh tons over 20 years life time of the project is essential. EIA hardly gives any details about the pond design except saying that lining will be provided. Linings are effective only for chemical waste, which gets detoxified in a much shorter time comparatively. Radioactive waste takes more than 100,000 years to reach low safer radiation levels. No lining can be effective over such long periods. The claim that the tailings pond is located over a hard granite rock area and hence no seepage is possible is not supported by hydro-geological evidence.

ii) RISKS OF TAILINGS POND 

                  The greatest concern in tailings pond design is breach of the dams. Colorado, and Puerco Rivers were severely contaminated from the failure of uranium tailings ponds and are being remediated at huge cost.  With 80 ha earmarked for the tailings pond and given the terrain as described in the EIA, huge amounts of storm water can get collected in the pond. Without clear specifications for the type and design of the tailings ponds the risk of contaminated water and tailings getting out appears very high. Who is responsible for the tailings pond, after the project is wound up after 20 or 30 years, forever ?
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iii) Risk Assessment 

                  UCIL and MEACON, consultant for the preparation EIA are both public sector undertakings. Both of them have hardly shown any concern for the safety of the people. Uranium is a prescribed substance as per the Atomic Energy Act and has a great potential for damage to human health and safety. But the EIA has not made any attempt to present the risk assessment / analysis studies to evaluate the possible hazards to public. No emergency preparedness plan is also made. The report appears to be an exercise made to project this project as environmentally benign and has positive social impacts on the project affected people, by half truths and distortion of facts.

Conclusion: 

                  As per Ministry of Environment and Forests, Govt. of India, Notification S.O. 60 (E) of 27 th January, 1994, regarding Environment Impact Assessment and Public Hearing., concealing factual data or submission of false, misleading data/reports, etc would lead to the project being rejected. Misleading and wrong information will cover,*False Information/Data,* Engineered Reports,* Concealing of factual data and False recommendations or decisions..  

                   It is therefore requested that the proposed Uranium projects of UCIL in Nalgonda district,be rejected outright, in view of the inconsistencies and inaccuracies pointed above and because of inadequacies of the EIA  Reports in properly assessing , evaluating and predicting the likely adverse impacts and the risks of the projects on the nearby human habitations, Nagarjuna Sagar and other water bodies , Rajiv Gandhi Tiger sanctuary, Flora and Fauna .




Thanking you.









Yours Cordially,








 Capt. J.Rama Rao I.N. (Retd)

                                                                                            Convener

Copy to: 1) The Secretary,

                    Ministry of Environment and Forests,

                    Government of India,

                    Paryavaran Bhavan, C.G.O. Complex,

                    Lodi Road, New Delhi -110 003

                2)  The Principal Secretary to Govt.

                     Dept. of Environment and Forests,

                     Govt. of Andhra Pradesh,

                     Secretariat, Hyderabad- 500 022.

